[Thoracic actinomycosis].
Thoracic actinomycosis is an rare disease in our medium. This fact, together with the variability of its forms of presentation and the difficulty in isolating its etiologic agent, make its diagnosis, particularly difficult. A series of 8 cases diagnosed in the years 1988, 1989 and 1990 in two centers (Hospital de Bellvitge-Prínceps d'Espanya and Hospital de l'Esperança) is described with evaluation of the clinical and analytical data and the therapy applied. Species were only identified in 3 cases with Actinomyces israelii in two and Actinomyces odontolyticus in the third. The proven association with Mycobacterium tuberculosis, the presence of distant septic metastasis and eosinophilic pleuritis as forms of presentation are of note. Medical treatment was penicillin or derivatives in all the cases except one which was treated with diagnostic/therapeutic segmentectomy. It is concluded that when any subacute involvement of the thoracic and/or pleuropulmonary wall specific cultures should be carried out to discard eventual thoracic actinomycosis.